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The definition of giftedness is culture-bound and reflects those 
dimensions that a culture values (Gallagher, 1985).  The definition 
and model of giftedness in the following document reflects the values 
of the North East School Division. 
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Gifted Learners 
 
A gifted student is one with exceptional potential and/or 

performance across a wide range of abilities in one or more areas.   
The following characteristics and strategies for students for 

whom are gifted are based on the research of Joseph Renzulli’s model 
for educating the gifted, now called the Schoolwide Enrichment 
Model, 1978; Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences Theory (1983); 
and Robert Sternberg’s Pentagonal Implicit Theory of Giftedness 
(1995). 

 
Joseph Renzulli’s Model (1978) 
 

Renzulli suggests that giftedness involves the interaction of three 
basic clusters of human traits: 

1) above average abilities – top 15 per cent of intellectual 
aptitude 

2) high levels of task commitment  - a learner’s ability to take 
energy and concentrate it on a specific task 

3) high levels of creativity – person’s ability to produce 
original, novel, and unique ideas or products. 

The interaction of these three basic clusters of human traits may 
result in gifted behaviors in general and specific performance areas. 
 
 
Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligence (1983) 
 

Gardner’s theory of intelligence demonstrates strengths in 
abilities, talents or mental skills.  The following are Gardner’s Eight 
Multiple Intelligences: 
 
Verbal Linguistic:  the ability to use words effectively both orally 
and in writing 
 
Logical-Mathematical:  the ability to use numbers effectively and 
to see logical relationships and patterns 
 
Visual-Spatial:  the ability to visualize and orient oneself in the 
world 
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Musical-Rhythmic:  the capacity to perceive, discriminate, 
transform and express musical forms 
 
Bodily-Kinesthetic:  the ability to use one’s body to express ideas, 
to make things with hands and to develop physical skills 
 
Interpersonal:  the ability to perceive and make distinctions in the 
moods, intentions, motivations and feelings of other people 
 
Intrapersonal:  self-knowledge and the ability to act adaptively on 
the basis of that knowledge 
 
Naturalist:  the ability to identify and appreciate various categories 
of flora and fauna 
 
 
Robert Sternberg’s Pentagonal Implicit Theory of 
Giftedness (1995) 
 

Sternberg’s says that giftedness could not be possibly captured 
by a single number and has introduced a theory that describes a 
gifted person as one who meets the following five criteria: 
 
Excellence.  The individual is superior in some dimension or set of 
dimensions relative to peers. 
 
Rarity.  The individual possesses a skill or attribute that is rare 
among peers. 
 
Productivity.  The individual must produce something in the area of 
giftedness. 
 
Demonstrability.  The skill or aptitude of giftedness must be 
demonstrable through one or more valid assessments. 
 
Value.  The individual shows superior performance in a dimension 
that is valued by the person’s society. 
 
 Stenberg’s theory helps provides a basis for understanding why 
we call some people gifted and others not.  However, he warns that 
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this theory should be used in conjunction with other acceptable 
assessment measures. 
 
 
Twice Exceptional Students 

 
Twice-exceptional students are identified as gifted in one or 

more areas of exceptionality (specific academics, general intellectual 
ability, creativity, leadership, visual, spatial, or performing arts).  
These students are also identified with a disability such as a learning 
disability, significant emotional disability, physical disability, sensory 
disability, autism, or ADHD. 

Twice exceptional students are difficult to identify because their 
strengths and weaknesses may mask each other, creating a unique 
learner profile atypical of a gifted student or a student with 
disabilities.  (See appendix) 

Therefore, the identification of a twice exceptional student 
should follow the process of identification as outlined later in the 
document, along with other assessment tools determined by the 
Diversity Consultant or Education Psychologist.  

 
Characteristics of a Gifted Student 

 
 Based on the above theories and information about twice-
exceptional students, the following diagram can assist as an outline in 
identifying students in the North East School Division who may have 
characteristics of giftedness.  Students with gifted characteristics 
must have qualities in each of the three circles of the model. 

 
 
 
 



 

 9

 
Above 

Average 
Intelligence 

 
Task 

Commitment 

 
 

Creativity 

Advanced vocabulary 
Good memory 

Retains information easier and longer 
Large fund of information 

Learns and comprehends quickly and 
easily 

Generalizes, connects, synergizes and 
makes abstractions – diverging & 

converging 
Makes judgments and decisions 

Curiosity 
Articulates and elaborates ideas fluidly 

Open 
Flexible 
Original 

Problem solving ability 
Transforms and combines ideas 

Sees consequences and implications easily 
Risk taker 
Speculate 

Feels free to disagree 
Finds subtle humor, paradox or 

discrepancies – intellectually playful 

Sets own goals or standards 
Intensive involvements in preferred 

problems and tasks 
Enthusiastic about interests and activities 

Needs little external motivation when 
pursuing tasks 
High energy 
Perseveres 

Completes and shares products, however 
may not be able to follow through 

Assumes responsibility 
Leadership ability 

 

Global 
Open 

Original 
Natural 

Quick 
Easy 

Based on Renzulli’s model for educating the gifted, now called the Schoolwide Enrichment Model, is 
based on his 1978 Three Ring Conception of Giftedness 

However the student may: 
o Demand perfection from self and 

others 
o Incomplete assignments and projects 
o Frequently daydreams 
o Be disruptive and interruptive 
o Challenge authority 
o Lack social skills 
o Resist completing rote or repetitive 

tasks 
o Resists conventional approaches or 

responses 
o Criticize self and other ideas 
o Lack academic skills/achievement  
o Have a learning disability 
o Be overly sensitive 
o Have sensory issues 

Characteristics of a Gifted Student 
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Identification 
 

Process: 
1.  Teacher, parents, and students complete checklist and 
inventories (i.e. Multiple Intelligence checklists). 
2.  Referral is made to the Diversity Education Teacher to 
administer the WJIII. 
3.  Referral is made to the Diversity Consultant for consultation on 
teaching strategies and assessment tools. 
4.  Referral is made to the Education Psychologist for IQ testing 
and identification. 

 
 

Planning 
 

 Once a student is identified as gifted, a planning meeting which 
consists of the teachers, parents, students, and division personnel 
should occur.  The following meeting template can be used. 
 
Step 1:  Identify the potential and vision for the future. 

o What does your son/daughter do well? 
o How do you think the school year is progressing? 
o What are your student’s strengths? 
o What are you student’s challenges? 
o What are his/her gifts? 

 
Step 2:  Plan for a continuum of abilities. 

o What is the child’s learning preference? 
o What are the child’s current interests? 
o In what subject areas is she/he strong? 
o Who will advocate or mentor the child outside of school and 

collaborate with the teachers within school? 
o What organizational tools does he/she need to accomplish a 

goal or task? 
o What consistent supports need to be in place to enable the child 

to initiate work, monitor his/her work to stay focused, and 
evaluate the results? 

o Where can the child seek assistance, if needed? 
o Does he/she know how to ask for help? 
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Step 3:  Identify critical needs, based FIRST on the 
strengths ad then on the challenges. 

o What strategies does the child need to learn to develop his/her 
talents? 

o What explicit instruction is needed to enable the child to use the 
strategies independently? 

o How do you ease transitions from one year to the next, and in 
high school, form on period to the next? 

 
Step 4:  Connect to the Academic Content Standards. 

o What content areas are strengths? 
o What content areas are challenges? 
o What do you need to teach the child?  What social skills, 

organizational skills, etc. are needed? 
o How will you know that the student is making progress over 

time? 
o What assessment techniques will you use? 
o What big ideas and essential questions are addressed for each 

standard? 
 
Step 5:  Design individualized instructional goals. 

o What academic goals are needed? 
o What social emotional goals are needed? 
o What skills does he/she do well? 
o How can these strengths be used to overcome the challenges? 
o What accommodations does the student need to facilitate 

learning? 
 
Step 6:  Plan for instruction. 

o What areas require enrichment? 
o What areas require accommodations? 

 
Step 7:  Plan for services. 

o How will it work in your school setting or community? 
o Who needs to be involved? 
o How will you facilitate collaboration among the team? 
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Challenging the Gifted 
 

 The North East School Division supports the value system of 
inclusion, which states that all students are entitled to equitable 
access to learning, achievement and the pursuit of excellence in all 
aspects of their education. The practice of inclusion transcends the 
idea of physical location, and incorporates basic values that promote 
participation, friendship and interaction.  Schools that embody 
effective principles and practices of inclusion coordinate and unify 
educational programs and supports in order that all children, 
including those with gifted abilities, belong and can learn effectively. 
In order to fulfill, the value of inclusion for gifted students, 
differentiating the instruction and providing a supportive learning 
environment are essential. 

 
Differentiated Instruction Plus 

 
Differentiated instruction (DI) is a practice that is important to all 

students, including gifted students.  Differentiating curriculum, 
process, and product for students with gifted abilities is essential, 
however further opportunities to include higher level of thinking with 
the use of Bloom’s Taxonomy, creative and critical thinking, and 
problem solving should be incorporated.  This is referred to as the 
term Differentiated Instruction Plus (DI+).  Differentiated Instruction 
Plus would be incorporated in such DI practices as curriculum 
compacting, tiered activities, independent study, and learning 
centers.  DI+ is for students in grades K-12 who meet Saskatchewan 
curricular objectives at grade level more easily/faster than peers, and 
needs enrichment strategies to add breadth and depth to the 
curricular objectives, to target interests, and provide appropriate 
challenges. 
       

    
 

Supportive Learning Environment 
 
 Along with a supportive environment in the regular classroom 
that offers DI+ for gifted students, gifted students should also be 
accommodated through a supportive environment that engages 
and challenges gifted students with their interests and skills in 
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mind beyond the classroom.  The following opportunities are 
examples of ways schools can support the learning environment 
for gifted students beyond the classroom. 
 
a. Mentorship/Apprenticeships 

Students work with mentors in the school or community on a 
project of interest/talent to the student. (See Appendices on 
Mentorship) 

    
b. Community Extensions 

Students become involved in the community through 
various organizations (i.e. Rotary Exchange; publishing articles 
in the local newspaper; Youth Initiatives).  

 
c. Extra Curricular 

Students can broaden their interests and talents through 
various school extra-curricular activities (i.e. Chess Club, Year 
Book editor, Astrology group, etc.) 
 

d. Temporary Advanced Placement Courses 
Students can be given the opportunity for dual or part-

time participation in higher level courses when opportunities 
are arranged by teachers, and concepts/skills are based on 
student needs and interests.   

 
e. Connect with other Gifted Students 

Students can connect with other gifted students through 
the use of technology - email and/or video dialogue to problem 
solve, work on projects together, or converse regularly about 
common interests.  (See Gifted Websites: Sites for Students to 
Connect with other Gifted Students) 

 
 

Goals and Evaluation 
 

Students with gifted abilities who need stimulating, rich, 
thought provoking curriculums with objectives beyond the 
curriculum of the current grade, will need to have a record of their 
adaptations.  The Record of Adaptations for Enrichment or the 
Personal Program Plan, distributed by Ministry of Education, will 
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assist in documenting these goals and strategies.  The goals, 
strategies, and means of evaluation will be established by a team, that 
consists of the classroom teacher, diversity education teacher, parent, 
student, and may also include the library resource teacher, mentor, 
community personnel, education psychologist, diversity consultant, 
administrator, or any other individual who would have a role in 
facilitating the program for the student.   The team will work 
collaboratively in developing a suitable, yet challenging, curriculum to 
meet the needs of the gifted student.  

Rubrics, such as SORS are utilized to measure their progress.  
Reporting should clearly state that objectives are different, and 
expectations will exceed regular curriculum objectives.   
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Gifted Learners Websites 
 

1) Gifted Education – Colorado Department of Education 
 
http://www.cde.state.co.us 

 
- list of resources for parents including books and websites 
- list of resources for teachers including books, magazines, journals 

and websites 
- lesson plan templates designed specifically for planning for 

enrichment 
- Advanced Learner planning guide which gives suggestions on what 

types of instructional strategies and/or activities to use with gifted 
learners 

- Glossary of terms (but very American/Colorado State-specific) 
- Colorado State offers on-line PD modules for teacher in this area 
- Suggestions on screening gifted students 

 
2)  ABC Ontario.ca 
 

www.abcontario.ca/new/links.htm 
 

- many useful links for parents, teachers, and students 
- screening tools and tests for parents 
- suggestions for teachers including curriculum adjustments and 

enrichments 
- suggestions for parents on how to deal with educators and the 

education school, including alternative options like acceleration, 
distance learning, home schooling, after-school programs, 
mentorship and enrichment programs 

- suggestions for parents on how to deal with socializing their gifted 
child and learning how to parent at home as there can be discipline 
issues due to “sensitivity” and “perfectionisms” that gifted children 
may experience 

- suggestions to parents/teachers on dealing with gifted children who 
have learning and emotional disabilities like ADHD, Asperger’s 
Syndrome, OCD, bipolar, depression and etc. 

- Acronyms and glossary terms that parents and educators will need to 
know 

- Many website links to additional sites – can be an overwhelming site 
with so much info 
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3)  Ericec.org (American) 
 
http://www.sedoparking.com/ericec.orghttp://www.sedoparking.com/ericec.org 
 

- large list of resources for parents and to teachers to purchase 
 
4)  Education and Society 
 
http://members.aol.com/SvenNord/ed/index.htm 
 

-      A large glossary of terms associated with gifted education with links 
for more information about each term 
 
5)  Gifted Development Centre 
 
http://www.gifteddevelopment.com/ 
 

- Promotes home schooling of gifted children 
- “Provides in-depth assessment, counseling, consulting services and 

innovative materials” 
- Information for parents (or any adult) who may be discovering their 

own giftedness abilities 
 
6)  Brain Connection 
  
http://www.brainconnection.com/topics/?main=fa/gifted  

 
- Identifying the gifted child, what makes them different, and            

discusses multiple intelligence. 
 

7) Kidsource Online 
 
http://www.kidsource.com/education/teach.gift.math.html 
 

 How to teach math to gifted students in a mixed ability classroom. 
 Gives points to identifying the gifted child as well as ideas to challenge 

him/her. 
 Grade 4-12 

 
8)  Sask Schools 
 
www.saskschools.ca 
 

o Click on Regina Public Schools; Curriculum & Support Services; 
Differentiated Learning; Best Practices Pieces of the Puzzle 
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- Best Practice site presents 8 pieces of the puzzle that together 
enables the creation of a differentiated classroom.  Each piece 
contains best practices/instructional approaches that 
encourage the development of active, engaged, student-
centered classrooms.  

 
9) Internet 4 Classrooms 

 
www.internet4classrooms.com 

 
- A site for all educators that addresses learning styles/ instructional    

theory/tips for the classroom/ sample units and lessons.   
- Has practical ideas and forms to use as well as interactive sites. 

 
10)  Regional Educational Library 
 
http://www.nwrel.org/msec/just_good/9/toc.html 

 
- Defines giftedness and how to organize classroom, strategies for 

teaching gifted children, and gifted children in the inclusive 
classroom, differentiating processes.  

- An informational site for all educators. 
 

11) Twice Exceptional Brain 
 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/gt/download/pdf/TwiceExceptionalResourceHandbook
.pdf 
 

o Document that defines and provides strategies for students with twice 
exceptional brains. 

 
12) Brain Teaser Websites 

 
http://www.eduplace.com/math/brain/ 
http://hlavolamy.szm.sk/brainteasers/   
http://www.brainbashers.com/   
http://www.billsgames.com/brain-teasers/   
http://www.brainconnection.com/teasers/  
http://www.braingle.com/ 

 
13)  Sites for Students to Connect with other Gifted Students 

 
http://www.mensacanada.org/interesten.htm# 
http://www.fpsp.org/index.html 
http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/whatis.php 
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